INTRODUCTION

IN every Samoan household the day
is closed with prayer and the
singing of hymns. The omission of
this sacred duty would indicatef not
Only a lack of religious training in
the house chief9 but a shameless dis-
regard of all that is reputable in
Samoan 'social life. No doubt; to
many9 the evening service is no more
than a duty fulfilled. The child who
says his prayer at Ids.mother's knee
can have no real conception of the
meaning-of* the words he lisps so
readily, yet> he goes to his little i>ed
with a sense of* heavenly protection
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